
 
 
 
Dear Parents / Guardians: 
 
 Spring is finally here and we are now in the 4th and final marking period of the 2017-2018 School Year. 
Please take the time to read through our Wildcat Journal and see all the wonderful learning activities and projects 
that are taking place in the classrooms. Every day, as the building principal, I walk around the school and observe 
our students actively engaged in learning. I enjoy seeing our students sharing their ideas and extending and 
applying their knowledge. Our Faust School teachers and professional support staff are always providing our 
students with consistent feedback on their progress, and assuring them that they are capable of tackling 
challenging academic content and skills. Our teachers also strive to build meaningful, trusting relationships that 
encourage our students to have the confidence they need to be successful. 
 
 Our teachers and students have also been very busy preparing to for the Partnership for Assessment of 
Readiness for College and Career (PARCC) exams. The PARCC exams will begin on May 1st and conclude on 
May 11th. If for some unforeseen reason your child is absent, he or she will be able to make it up the following 
week.   
 
 In addition to the PARCC, students in grades 5 and 8 will take the New Jersey Student Learning 
Assessment – Science (NJSLA-S).  This standards-aligned test will take place on May 22, 2018 and May 23, 2018.  
 
 The primary purpose of these assessments is to provide high quality information on students’ progression 
toward postsecondary readiness and success. Results from these exams are analyzed in order to plan instruction, 
as these assessments are based upon the knowledge and skills that students are expected to learn under the New 
Jersey Student Learning Standards. It is important that your child comes to school ready to give his/her best 
performance. Adequate sleep and a balanced breakfast are essential. Additionally, it would be greatly appreciated if 
your child attends school on all testing days and arrives on time. 
 
 Lastly, please feel free to contact me or your child’s subject teacher if you ever have any questions, 
concerns, or suggestions. We encourage all of our parents and guardians to reach out to us and form a partnership 
in their child's education. 
 
Warm regards, 
 
Mrs. Regina Barrale 
Alfred S. Faust School Principal 
Rbarrale@erboe.net 
(201) 804-3100 Ext. 3003  
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As the school year flies by, it is time for our students to show 
off their hard work and dedication from the year by using their 
skills to do their best on the PARCC tests.  The Math 
Department has been working feverishly to ensure that our 
students are prepared to do well on this assessment of their 
skills. Students have been engaged in multiple ways in their 
classrooms, using online programs, games, and learning different 
math and test taking strategies. The Math Department is 
confident our students will be successful.  Our students have 
honed in, not only on their mathematical skills but also on their 
technology skills and have utilized and developed their own 
online review games through Kahoot and Quizzizz. We urge our 
students to continue to practice their skills at home and to make 
sure that during the two weeks of testing, they eat a healthy 
breakfast and get plenty of rest so they are ready to “show off” 
their knowledge.   

Showing off for PARCC 
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In ESL the students are continuing to learn about basic structures 
and vocabulary of the English language through the skills of 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening. Currently, they are 
finishing Personal Narrative writing pieces that consist of the 
students writing about something that happened in their lives. 
The students are learning to use editing rules and look deeper into 
their writing. The students are also practicing their oral language 
and listening skills through conversations in class and through 
online media sources.  

ESL 

Happy Earth Day  

In honor of Earth Day Mrs. O’Connor’s class 
decorated paper grocery bags from ShopRite 
with messages of how to live a cleaner, 
healthier life. The bags were given back to 
ShopRite and were distributed to customers on 
Earth Day, Sunday, April 22nd. The idea of 
the project is to remind the community how 
precious and important our Earth is. 
Hopefully, you can were able to get to 
ShopRite in Wallington and pick up a 
personalized bag.  

Music  
8th grade cycles are finishing their unit on 
Musical Theatre. We’ve learned about shows 
from the 1940’s to Phantom of the Opera! 

5th and 6th grade cycles are finishing their unit 
on music notations, which will further 
develop their music reading skills.   

Social Studies  
Mr. Majsiak and Mrs. Krantz had their 7th grade students 
research reform movements from the 19th century. Students 
then had to create a presentation and explain why their reform 
movement was the most influential. They worked in small 
groups and created their presentations using 
mysimpleshow.com. The students invited special guests to come 
to judge their presentations. All of the students worked hard in 
their groups and created excellent projects.  
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Spanish 
In 7th grade Spanish, students learned about Mexican culture. They also 
learned to talk about telling time, school subjects, classroom objects, 
numbers and daily activities.   Grammar concepts focused on were—the 
verb tener(to have) and the present tense of -ar verbs.  We are currently 
learning to state where people go and expressing emotions by using the 
verb estar(to be) and the verb ir(to go).  Students are learning about the 
verb estar and ser which both mean to be and when to correctly use them. 
  As for 7th grade Honors class, in addition to learning new 
vocabulary and grammar concepts relating to telling time, school subjects, 
numbers, and daily activities, they also had the opportunity to visit and 
experience a Hispanic dance and music performance. Afterwards, they 
had the opportunity to taste and enjoy typical foods by eating from a 
Cuban restaurant. 
 In the 5th grade Spanish classes, the students studied basic 
greetings, numbers, months, days of the week, the weather expressions, 
telling time, and briefly discussed their favorite foods. 

5th Grade News  
On April 10th, 2018, the 5th grade students went on a field trip to the Hudson County Court House. The students 

were given a tour of the historical building by Judge Bariso and Attorney Thomas Kobin.  The students learned of 

the Court House’s magnificent restoration, architecture, and artistry. A number of the 5th graders also participated 

in a mock trial with students acting as 

the courtroom judge, attorneys, wit-

nesses, court clerk, stenographer, and 

members of the jury. The students 

had an enjoyable and informative 

experience!  

In seventh grade science, Mr. Holder's students are working on a national parks research project. The students are 

creating a Shutterfly photo book, completing a research packet, making a visual presentation, writing a written re-

port and giving a verbal presentation. They will also be presenting their projects in the Faust School Gymnasium, 

for all parents and family members from 9-11am and 12-2pm on Friday, June 8th. This project is helping the stu-

dents learn how many different scientific concepts and processes are all interrelated in one real-life location.  

7th Grade Science  



The East Rutherford School Community Legacy 
Award Ceremony was held at the March Board of 
Education meeting at A.S. Faust Intermediate School 
where Louis Ravettine was honored with this year’s 
award. Lou Ravettine, a beloved teacher and principal 
for 44 years, was awarded the Legacy Award plaque 
for his dedication and commitment to the children of 
East Rutherford. The plaque was received by Mr. 
Ravettine, accompanied by his family. Mrs. Pappas, a 
teacher at Faust School, conducted the tribute, along 
with Mrs. Gagis, a teacher at McKenzie School. 
Superintendent of Schools Mr. Giancaspro along 
with Board President Mr. Vartan, presented the 

            plaque to Mr. Ravettine.  

Alfred S. Faust Intermediate School 
100 Uhland Street 

East Rutherford, NJ 07073 

Phone: 201-804-3100 

Email: rbarrale@erboe.net 

Visit us at 

www.erboe.net 

To Report an absence—please call Ms. Wolfe—201-804-3110 

Legacy Award  

Important Dates  
5/1-5/11-PARCC Testing 
5/2-PTA Meeting 
5/11-PTA sponsored program-Holly Rock Game Show 
5/14-STEAM trip-Grade 6 
5/15-Field Day Grades 7 & 8 (Rain date- 5/16), STEAM trip Grade 6 
5/16- STEAM trip Grade 6 
5/17-Field Day Grades 5 & 6 (Rain date -5/25), STEAM trip Grade 7 
5/18-8th Grade Teens Arts Festival, Steam Trip Grade 7, School Dance 
5/21-STEAM trip grade 6 
5/22-Grade 5 & 8 NJSLS Assessment for Science, STEAM trip Grade 7 
5/23- Grade 5 & 8 NJSLS Assessment for Science, STEAM trip Grade 7 
5/24-STEAM Trip-Grade 5, BOE Meeting 
5/30-STEAM Trip Grade 5 
5/31-8th Grade Trip 
6/1-Band/Chorus Trills and Thrills Trip 
6/6-Band/Chorus Spring Concert BRHS-7 p.m. 
6/7-8th Grade Picnic (Rain date-6/8) 
6/8-National Parks Presentation 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
6/12-Alex’s Lemonade Stand 
6/15-8th Grade Dance 
6/18-6/20-Single Session Days 
6/19-8th Grade Commencement Ceremony at BRHS 
6/20-8th Grade Breakfast-Last Day of School  

Students at Faust School have been working on sharpening their writing skills in Language Arts.  Across 
the grades, the English Department has been teaching a number of writing techniques. From incorporating RACE 
for Constructed Responses to Comparing and Contrasting, writing is all around. Students have been learning how 
to analyze text structures for informational and literary based works.  Students are also practicing how to use in-
text citations to enhance their writing. More importantly, students will be able to transfer this knowledge to all 
other core content areas. Going forward, many students will be conducting short research projects in their ELA 
classrooms. Students will utilize the MLA writing format, as well as practice using and citing from credible sources. 
 The research process is an important aspect of the middle school writing curriculum. 

Write This Way 

On April 12th Mrs. Yang used musi-
cal instruments to learn about sound 
waves. Follow the East Rutherford 
School District on Twitter @ Eruth-
erfordSD for current events happen-
ing inside the classroom! 


